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A message from our Chair, Tony Yarrow

As Lawrence Home Nursing Team enters its twenty-fourth year of providing 
free hospice-at-home services to residents of Chipping Norton and surrounding 
areas, we fi nd ourselves busier than ever. In December, we provided more 
hours of nursing care than ever before.

We are seeing more patients, and with more complex needs. Longer-term 
factors – the growing population in our area, the ageing demographic profi le, changes in the way the 
NHS operates – all suggest that demand for our services will continue to grow. 

While the amount of care increases, it is good to see that the standard of care that we provide remains 
excellent, and we are humbled by the glowing testimonials that continue to arrive from the families of 
the patients we have treated.

Jenny Nolan, who has been with LHNT from the beginning, has announced her intention to retire in 
September. Jenny has been the inspiration behind the nursing team and has grown it from nothing to 
what it is today. Jenny’s contribution to the ‘little job’ that she was asked to do all those years ago has 
been immense. We wish her a long and peaceful retirement.

After two years of Covid dislocation, it is good to be able to look forward to a ‘return to normal’ with 
a full programme of fund-raising events and activities this year. I would like to thank everyone – our 
nurses, support staff, volunteers and donors, for helping the Lawrence Home Nursing Team to keep 
going through the nightmare of lockdown. We remain as ever ready and willing to help.

Tony Yarrow, Chair

What we do

Without the support, expertise and compassion of the Lawrence Home Nursing Team I 
am confi dent that many families would not be able to manage the death of their loved 
one at home.

Dr Jonathan Williams
Bloxham and Hook Norton Surgery

In Memoriam
Always with us

Please leave a message in memory of a loved one

and give feedback on the care received at:

www.lawrencehomenursing.org/tribute
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An update from our Treasurer, Alan Mathers

I’m now in my third year as Treasurer for the Lawrence Home Nursing Team.  I 
am still inspired every day by the team of people that we have supporting us 
to deliver the palliative care service to our patients, their families and carers.  
My objective is to ensure we have the resources available for our nurses and 
the team who support them. 

The demand for the service has increased since the inception of the charity with more people being 
aware of the Lawrence Home Nursing Team and the fact that nursing care is provided free of charge.  
Our catchment area has increased as we have deliberately expanded into Deddington. Consequently, 
the cost of our service has increased from an initial budgeted fi gure of £40,000 when the charity was 
launched to almost £500,000 this coming year.

My thanks go out to the fundraising team who generate so much of the money required to pay for 
the service through the events they organise throughout the year – large and small. Please continue to 
support these events wherever possible. I have personally sold raffl e tickets, walked around at events 
shaking our “collection tin” and served tea and biscuits at the Chipping Norton Town Hall. It is a huge 
boost to morale to hear and feel the strength of public support for the charity. Thank you for your 
comments and for the positive stories you have to tell about the Lawrence Home Nursing Team.

Thank you to our volunteers, our ambassadors, our donors and to those who generate awareness of the 
charity. Your actions enable the Lawrence Home Nursing Team to provide end of life nursing care for 
people in their own homes within the comfort of familiar surroundings, close to those they love.

Alan Mathers, Treasurer

The Lawrence Nursing Team has been a great help and support when we needed them most. 
They showed us great kindness and we felt they were like one of the family which is very nice 
when you really need someone. Thank you so much.

The LHNT staff who helped nurse our father through his fi nal nights were so kind, caring and 
helpful. They made what was a very diffi cult time for the family a more relaxing and calm 
experience and gave us all peace of mind knowing our father was being so well looked after.

2021 Testimonials
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A message from our Patron, Graeme Garden OBE

Being a Patron of the Lawrence Home Nursing Team is a pleasure and 
a privilege and at times a challenge. I like to describe my role as Talent 
Wrangler, using my list of contacts, my little black book, to help put on shows 
to raise funds.

Over the years I have written for or worked with a lot of the top names in 
stand up comedy, and it has been heartening to discover how many of them 
are happy to come along and appear at events for no fee, to help out a charity like ours.  

In 2016 Sandi Toksvig hosted a memorable evening of comedy at Ditchley Park, supported by Lloyd 
Langford and Nick Page. We also put on a concert featuring Alison Moyet at Merriscourt.

2017 saw a show at The Theatre, Chipping Norton, hosted by Mark Steel and featuring Pippa Evans, 
Miles Jupp and Lloyd Langford again.  We had a nervous moment when we heard trains to Oxford 
were seriously delayed and it would be touch and go if we got the cast to the theatre in time for the 
show. When we called the car company due to pick up the performers we were told the driver couldn’t 
oblige at the later time as he had tickets for a comedy show in Chipping Norton Theatre. All was 
resolved, the show started on time and the driver enjoyed his evening.

In 2018 Jon Culshaw entertained at the Sandford St Martin Cricket Club Charity Dinner and in 2019 
we had another memorable evening at Ditchley with a rendering of A Christmas Carol featuring Mark 
Gatiss, Alison Steadman and Jemma Powell.

Covid has forced us to abandon plans for shows in the last two years, but we hope to return to the fray 
this autumn with some more big comedy names in support of this worthiest of causes.

Graeme Garden OBE, Patron

I fi nd it hard to put into words just how wonderful the Lawrence Home Nursing Team were. 
My husband’s fi nal days were full of pain but your nurses gave such gentle, respectful care 
and managed his pain relief so well that he was able to die peacefully and with dignity. I 
know his passing would have been much more painful and distressing for him if they hadn’t 
been there. Alongside their care for my husband, your nurses supported me so sensitively. 
They seemed to have an innate understanding of when to be with us and when to withdraw, 
giving me space and time to lie with him as he passed away. I will be forever grateful to 
the LHNT – you don’t provide a ‘service’, you provide sensitive, caring, respectful support to 
people at the hardest point in their lives and help to establish a feeling of calm and peace 
within the storm. Thank you.

2021 Testimonial
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When I started thinking about what to write I looked back at articles I had 
written in the past, speeches to local groups, reports for the trustees and 
AGMs. Public speaking has never been something that I enjoyed and not 
something I felt I was good at, but I believed in what we were trying to do, 
and the audiences were kind and supportive. I always went away with the 
offer of more support. This community is amazing and it is only thanks to the support we have had 
from too many people to mention that we are in such a good position to face the challenges that are 
yet to come. 

After 23 years I have made the diffi cult decision to stand down as Registered Nurse Manager. Health 
care has advanced, and community services are changing. As a service we need to continue to adapt 
to meet the ever-increasing demands on the service. 

The advances in health care have naturally led to longer lives but how many of us have planned what 
we would want at the end of our lives? What would we fi nd acceptable? Where would we like to be? 
Have we shared that with our loved ones? Kathryn Mannix has a podcast entitled ‘In my humble opinion’ 
where she shares her thoughts on dying and how we need to restart a dialogue on dying. Please spare 
10 mins to listen to this: www.youtube.com/watch?v=CruBRZh8quc

I will leave my post at the end of September.  The Lawrence Home Nursing Team will always have a 
special place in my life. Thank you all.

Jenny Nolan, Registered Nursing Manager

The care and attention given to our father towards the end of his life was fantastic and 
without fault. We were reassured by the high standards demonstrated that he was being 
superbly looked after and cared for. It has comforted us greatly to know he was in the best 
hands.

The care that my mother received during the fi nal week of her life was absolutely outstanding. 
I cannot thank the staff enough for the respect and compassion given to her.

2021 Testimonials

Nursing News from Registered Nursing Manager, 
Jenny Nolan        

TOTAL PATIENTS SEEN 
SO FAR IN 2022

= 34 PATIENTS

TOTAL NURSE VISITS 
SO FAR IN 2022

= 170 VISITS

TOTAL NURSING HOURS 
SO FAR IN 2022

= 665 HOURS
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The role of the Co-ordinator - an overview

Firstly, as every good book is titled, there are fi ve of us. We are 
all registered nurses with experience of palliative care (end of 
life care) and community nursing. Between us we cover 365 days 
a year and are on duty from 8am to 10pm and on-call overnight 
to support our nurses if they are working in patients’ homes. 

Our work is very varied and no day is typical or predictable! We make detailed plans to care for 
patients and then we have to adapt these if needs change. We have routine things to do such as data 
gathering and completing a daily national workload tracker tool, introduced during Covid, to record 
any unused nursing capacity. Frequently, there is none. 

We carry out patient led assessments and plan our care and support around these. Co-ordinators also 
give urgent medications, particularly in the evening. We have driven down many remote lanes looking 
for a ‘red front door with a green car in the drive’. We cover 5 GP surgeries and the catchment area 
is often rural or based around small towns and villages. 

Co-ordinators attend on-line GP surgery discussions of patients thought to be in the last year of their 
lives. The aim is for services to be more coordinated with us all working together to help patients. Our 
patients now have many different diagnoses. We are both proactive, booking a planned respite or 
making a support telephone call but also reactive to a changing situation. If a patient stabilises or even 
improves we may withdraw our input unless, or until, we are needed again. 

We support relatives by phone calls and visits and are a service that did not stop face to face contacts 
even during the pandemic. We see ourselves often as partners with the family, in terms of caring for 
a sick relative at home. 

The role is hugely rewarding, challenging and busier than ever.  It is our privilege to be let into people’s 
homes at the end of someone’s life and we never forget that privilege. 

We are not actually The Famous Five, but I am very proud to be the newish member of a team of 
dedicated Co-ordinators , who strive always to deliver personalised, outstanding care to our community.

Michele, Lawrence Home Nursing Team Co-ordinator

Night Cover as a Co-ordinator

With the phone at my bedside, I’m able to settle to sleep once I have received a text message from the 
nurse or nurses that are caring for our patients overnight. 

For the nurses who are with our patients in their homes overnight, it is really important that they are 
able to contact the Nurse Co-ordinator at any time for support and advice. We are always just at the 
end of the phone.
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And then when the morning arrives, after a usually undisturbed night, the nurses send a text message to 
say they are leaving the patient’s house and are travelling home. Once at home we spend some time 
discussing the events of the night and plan our ongoing support for the patient and their family under 
our care. This may involve liaising with other professionals by email and phone to ensure that the future 
care needs are met.

Jane, Lawrence Home Nursing Team Co-ordinator

Assessments and Animals!

All Co-ordinators undertake fi rst visits to newly referred patients. These visits can be quite lengthy, 
we need to complete a written document which is detailed and includes such things as gaining written 
consent to share information with the Lawrence Home Nursing Team and the wider health care teams 
such as District Nurses. We also need to demonstrate to the Care Quality Commission (the government 
inspectors of our regulated nursing service) that we are providing a safe, well led, effective, responsive, 
and caring service. These are the pillars or hallmarks of a functioning service. 

Part of our role is to write detailed night directions to houses, few houses have clear house numbers 
at night. Going to the wrong house is memorable. One of us let herself into a house and walked in 
on a young couple watching TV. More concerning was a man who opened his front door and took the 
Co-ordinator to see his wife who was perfectly well! Finding remote locations is easier now we have 
Google Maps to assist us. 

Animals and pets are a unique feature of our work in people’s homes. We have encountered so many 
animals from bulls to free ranging budgerigars. I personally draw the line with fl ying birds but have 
spent several nights, hopping onto a tabletop, to avoid the mice zipping across the kitchen fl oor. Our 
nurses have had cats and kittens, dogs and puppies on and in patient’s beds or climbing on the nurses 
and their paperwork. These pets are important members of our patients’ families, they can seem oddly 
aware of what is happening and can bring a great deal of comfort at this pivotal time.

Alison, Lawrence Home Nursing Team Co-ordinator

Perspective from a longstanding Co-ordinator

I have worked for the charity since 2000 and I found that being a Lawrence Home Nursing Team nurse 
complemented my job as a community nurse.  It has allowed me to spend time with patients at the end 
of their lives and respond to their needs in a less time-pressured way. 

After working as a LHNT nurse for 6 years I was encouraged to apply for one of the Co-ordinator 
roles. In this role I support the frontline staff by conducting assessments of need and liaising with other 
health care professionals. As a longstanding coordinator, I also ensure that the rosters are staffed and 
holidays covered, the staff are adequately supplied with paperwork and the PPE (masks, gloves and 
aprons) and that the base offi ce and mobile resources are kept stocked and tidy.

It is an honour and a privilege to look after end of life patients at home and support their families, 
exactly as I would want for myself and my loved ones. Dr Martin Lawrence, the founder of the charity, 
would be so proud of his legacy. 

Gail, Lawrence Home Nursing Team Co-ordinator
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Looking to the future

I have worked alongside Lawrence Home Nursing as a district nurse since the beginning. More recently, 
I have worked for the charity as a nurse coordinator and at a sister charity doing the same role. It is 
with the experience of the sister charities’ response to the ever busier role, that I want to future proof 
this service like my colleagues above. It is diffi cult to see how the LHNT could be more caring or focused 
on the individual and their families but we will always strive for continuous improvement in the services 
we provide.

Suzanne, Lawrence Home Nursing Team Co-ordinator

Pooch’s Project

On Tuesday, 12th October, Soho 
Farmhouse in West Oxfordshire kindly 
hosted ‘Pooch’s Project’ a private dinner 
and auction for over 240 guests in 
memory of Pooch Johnston and in aid of 
the Lawrence Home Nursing Team.

We wish to thank everyone who supported 
us in making the evening the most 
successful fundraising event in the charity’s 
history. 

We would like to extend our thanks to 
Marble Audio Visual for their seamless 
technical production, Nick Jones, CEO of 
Soho House and Hannah Trevaskis of Soho 
Farmhouse, Pip Carter for her beautiful 
illustrations, Mark Swadling’s Superstars 
and his team from the Silent Auction 
Company , Jon Wood for the photography 
and Martin White of Alphacasa for the 
photo retouching and video editing.
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Our events and fundraisers in 2022

Talks in the Community - The 
Deddington Arms Hotel, 
Monday 9th May & Bloxham 
Parish Rooms, Monday 16th 
May. Refreshments provided.

Thank you to our community fundraisers; Danny Phillips and JJ McLaren who ran the 2021 
Virtual Marathon, to our nurse Sarah Bryson who continues to fundraise for LHNT in 2022 after 
completing several challenges in 2021, to Stan Matthews and Stu Goldsmith for their epic 
sponsored cycle rides and to our sponsors and local businesses who continue to support us.

If you still want to keep in touch with LHNT and be the 
fi rst to know about forthcoming events please join our 

mailing list at www.lawrencehomenursing.org

South Newington Garden 
Visits - Open Mondays 
to Saturdays until 30th 
November by prior 
appointment only.

A Summer’s Evening 
of Opera - at Rectory 
Farmhouse, Church 
Enstone, Friday, 17th 
June.

The John Barrows 
Memorial Cricket Day
- at Sandford St Martin 
Cricket Club
Sunday, 4th September.

Race Night with BBQ - 
at Sandford St Martin 
Cricket Club,
Friday, 2nd September.

Clay Pigeon Shoot, Supper 
& Auction - at Oxfordshire 
Shooting School, Enstone 
& The Great Tew Estate. 
Saturday, 11th June.

The Jane Phillips 
Memorial Cricket Day - 
at Chipping Norton & 
District Cricket Club,
Sunday, 3rd July.

Candles of Remembrance 
Service - at The 
Methodist Church in 
Chipping Norton on 
Friday, 16th December.

For information on any of these events or fundraising please contact Verity Fifer 
on 01608 684477 or email fundraiser@lawrencehomenursing.org
or visit www.lawrencehomenursing.org

Danny Philips Sarah Bryson Stan Matthews Stu Goldsmith
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How your donation will help the Team:

Please get in touch!
For information on any of our forthcoming events, if you would like to 
fundraise for us, sponsor one of our events or join our fundraising group of 
volunteers please contact me on 01608 684477 or
email fundraiser@lawrencehomenursing.org
   

How can you help?
Visit our website, go to the donate page, click on one of the icons below and select ‘Lawrence Home 
Nursing Team’ as your chosen charity. Every purchase you make supports LHNT at no additional cost 
to you.

Thank you.

Verity Fifer, Head of Fundraising

Buy our notelets
This Spring’s notelet designs are ‘Summer 
Roses’ and ‘Aquilegia in Spring’ by local 
artist, Louise Spicer. Priced at £5 for a 
pack of 10 notelets (5 cards of each 
design).

On sale at local retailers and Deddington 
Market from Saturday, 23rd April or 
contact 01608 684477.

Giving Lottery
Visit the ‘Donate’ page on our website 
to buy lottery tickets at only £1 each. 
We receive 40% of your donation. 
Match all 6 numbers and you win the 
Jackpot of £25,000!

A message from Head of Fundraising, Verity Fifer
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How you can help

Gift Aid Declaration

Using Gift Aid means that for every pound you give, we get an extra 
25 pence from the Inland Revenue, helping your donation go further, 
and it doesn’t cost you a thing.

Please contact: Verity Fifer, Head of Fundraising at fundraiser@lawrencehomenursing.org
or complete the form(s) below and return to the Operations Manager, Lawrence Home Nursing Team, 
Chipping Norton Hospital, Russell Way, London Road, Chipping Norton OX7 5FA.

I would like to make a donation to Lawrence Home Nursing Team of

Please fi nd enclosed a cheque made payable to Lawrence Home Nursing Team

       I wish this donation to be anonymous

• Scan the QR code on the front cover

• Make a one-off donation (form below)

• Set up a monthly standing order or direct debit

• Pay a tribute to your loved one at             
www.lawrencehomenursing.org/tribute

• Leave a legacy in your will

• Charitable trusts & foundations

• Online shopping

• Organise a fundraising event 

• Sponsor a fundraising event

• Sell Christmas or thank you cards

I declare that I am a taxpayer and I want the Charity to treat my donation of £ 

which I made on the                                                            (date of cheque) and any future 

donations I make as Gift Aid donations.

I understand the requirement is that I must pay an amount of income tax or capital gains tax at least 

equal to the tax deemed to have been deducted from this donation.

       I would like Lawrence Home Nursing Team to claim the tax back on this donation.

£

Name:

Address:

Telephone: Email:

/                        /

Post code:

Don’t
forget to Gift Aid 

your donation!



Make A Will For Lawrence

Make the will you’ve been meaning to, for free and professionally drafted, with our online partner 
Bequeathed.

Bequeathed will give you knowledgeable guidance and support to ensure you receive a fully 
advised will from a regulated law fi rm.

When planning your future making, or changing a will, please help us to plan ours. Leaving a 
legacy to the Lawrence Home Nursing Team, however large or small, makes a signifi cant difference 
to our ability to meet the needs of our community and to plan for the future of our charity.

Just go online to www.bequeathed.org, search for the Lawrence Home Nursing Team and simply 
follow the steps to get started online. A legal professional will then advise you in a free 30-minute 
appointment, in person, or over the phone. Once your will is complete the law fi rm will help you 
with getting it signed and witnessed and store it for you, also free of charge. There is never any 
charge for a standard will, which is suitable for most people. If your circumstances are complicated 
and you require further advice, your legal professional will explain what’s needed and give you 
a quote for the additional work. Please consider supporting the Lawrence Home Nursing Team. 

CONTACT

www.lawrencehomenursing.org

General/nursing enquiries
01608 641549

offi ce@lawrencehomenursing.org

Fundraising enquiries
01608 684477

fundraiser@lawrencehomenursing.org

Registered Charity No: 1189565
Company No: 12460725


